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Letters

The root of Martin Amis's anger
 (65)

Tweet this (126)

The Guardian, Saturday 20 February 2010
Article history

Dear Martin Amis, You complain about the "reckless distortions" and
"chaotic perceptions" of you in the press (Review, 13 February). You
seem bemused, hurt and outraged. Perhaps a closer and more honest
look at yourself in relation to others could be one explanation? Two
stories from my own experience of you illuminate what I mean.

First, you visited Mark Boxer, my husband, when he was dying. You came
with Chris Hitchens. Mark was exhausted because you stayed far too
long. You smoked over his bed. I later learned the length of visit was not
borne just of affection, but you were filling in time before you caught a
plane at Heathrow. You wrote a piece about your feelings and tears as
you left. I saw no evidence of these.

Second, Mark asked you to be godfather to our daughter Claire. She
was six when he died and when later she was reading English at
University said she was studying Martin Amis and did I know anything
about him? Oddly enough, I told her, he's your godfather. We invited you
to lunch. You paid scant attention to Claire (didn't even cough up the
statutory five bob expected from godfathers!) and she hasn't heard from
you since.

Can I suggest this level of narcissism and inability to empathise may be
at the root of your anger with the press and your need to court attention?
As ever,

Anna Ford

London

Printable version Send to a friend Share Clip Contact us Article history

Most viewed Zeitgeist Latest

Martin AmisBooksCulture

 larger | smaller

Books
Martin Amis

Media
Newspapers &
magazines

More letters

More on this story

Oh, and another thing
Letters: Christopher
Hitchens steps in to
media scuffle between
Martin Amis and Anna
Ford again

Anna Ford v Martin Amis
– the final episode (for
now)

'Dear chaps ... ' Ford's
conclusion

'To whom it may
concern ... ' Hitchens's
contribution

'Dear Anna Ford ... '
Amis's response

'I'm already Kingsley':
the piece that started it

More on Martin Amis

Mobile site Sign in Register Text larger · smaller About Us Today's paper Zeitgeist

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/feb/20/martin-amis-anna-ford-media#skiplinks
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/feb/20/martin-amis-anna-ford-media#box
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/feb/20/martin-amis-anna-ford-media#global-nav
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/feb/20/martin-amis-anna-ford-media#web-search-field
http://guardian.co.uk/Users/help/article/0,,933909,00.html
http://m.guardian.co.uk
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Users/signin/tr/1,,-1,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Users/register/1,,-1,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/help/accessibility
http://www.guardian.co.uk/help/accessibility
http://www.guardian.co.uk
http://www.guardian.co.uk
http://www.guardian.co.uk/sport
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree
http://www.guardian.co.uk/culture
http://www.guardian.co.uk/business
http://www.guardian.co.uk/money
http://www.guardian.co.uk/lifeandstyle
http://www.guardian.co.uk/travel
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment
http://www.guardian.co.uk/tv-and-radio
http://www.guardian.co.uk/multimedia
http://www.guardian.co.uk/community
http://www.guardian.co.uk/tone/blog
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/culture
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/martinamis
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fbooks%2F2010%2Ffeb%2F20%2Fmartin-amis-anna-ford-media
http://uk.buzz.yahoo.com/buzz?publisherurn=the_guardian665&targetUrl=http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/feb/20/martin-amis-anna-ford-media&summary=%3Cstrong%3ELetters%3A%3C%2Fstrong%3E+Can+I+suggest+this+level+of+%C2%ADnarcissism+and+inability+to+empathise+may+be+at+the+root+of+your+anger&headline= Letters: The root of Martin Amis's anger | Books | The Guardian 
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fbooks%2F2010%2Ffeb%2F20%2Fmartin-amis-anna-ford-media
http://twitter.com/home?status=Letters%3A+The+root+of+Martin+Amis%27s+anger+http%3A%2F%2Fgu.com%2Fp%2F2f5b4%2Ftw
http://topsy.com/tb/www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/feb/20/martin-amis-anna-ford-media
http://www.guardian.co.uk/theguardian
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/feb/20/martin-amis-anna-ford-media#history-link-box
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/martinamis
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/feb/13/martin-amis-kinglsey-amis-newspapers
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/feb/20/martin-amis-anna-ford-media/print
http://www.guardian.co.uk/email/359544043
http://www.guardian.co.uk/share/359544043
http://www.guardian.co.uk/users/clippings/add?r2PageId=1362073
http://www.guardian.co.uk/contactus/359544043
http://www.guardian.co.uk/help/accessibility
http://www.guardian.co.uk/help/accessibility
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/martinamis
http://www.guardian.co.uk/media
http://www.guardian.co.uk/media/pressandpublishing
http://www.guardian.co.uk/tone/letters
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/feb/26/stringing-along-the-amis-saga
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/feb/25/anna-ford-martin-amis
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/feb/25/anna-ford-martin-amis-christopher-hitchens
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/feb/24/amis-claims-untrue-and-ungenerous
http://www.guardian.co.uk/theguardian/2010/feb/22/martin-amis-response
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/feb/13/martin-amis-kinglsey-amis-newspapers
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/martinamis
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/feb/20/martin-amis-anna-ford-media/print
http://www.guardian.co.uk/email/359544043
http://www.guardian.co.uk/share/359544043
http://www.guardian.co.uk/users/clippings/add?r2PageId=1362073
http://www.guardian.co.uk/contactus/359544043
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/feb/20/martin-amis-anna-ford-media#
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/feb/20/martin-amis-anna-ford-media%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-guardian_js%26adU%3DFordVehicles.com/Focus%26adT%3DFord%25C2%25AE%2BFocus%2BOfficial%2BSite%26adU%3DFord.SmartAutoSavings.com%26adT%3DFord%2BClearance%2BSale%26adU%3Dwww.KBB.com/Ford-Focus%26adT%3DNew%2BFord%2BFocus%2BModels%26gl%3DUS%26hideleadgen%3D1&usg=AFQjCNGueX8V-C_l8PP5w7DQUO7XmeD5PQ
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B-miAHad2TLerHpiKmgew9d3KBoW52c4B_aei5RPAjbcBwNdLEAEYASCFu-gPKAM4AFCk3cGlB2DJxqmLwKTYD7IBEnd3dy5ndWFyZGlhbi5jby51a8gBAdoBR2h0dHA6Ly93d3cuZ3VhcmRpYW4uY28udWsvYm9va3MvMjAxMC9mZWIvMjAvbWFydGluLWFtaXMtYW5uYS1mb3JkLW1lZGlhyAKHntoLqAMB6AMW6APmBugDmAP1AwAAAAQ&num=1&sig=AGiWqtxBY3UZnVZhXz40vBB61q7QD6Z-fA&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://clickserve.dartsearch.net/link/click%3Flid%3D43000000329606092%26ds_s_kwgid%3D58000000007115386%26ds_e_adid%3D5202301829%26ds_e_matchtype%3Dcontent%26ds_url_v%3D2
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B-miAHad2TLerHpiKmgew9d3KBoW52c4B_aei5RPAjbcBwNdLEAEYASCFu-gPKAM4AFCk3cGlB2DJxqmLwKTYD7IBEnd3dy5ndWFyZGlhbi5jby51a8gBAdoBR2h0dHA6Ly93d3cuZ3VhcmRpYW4uY28udWsvYm9va3MvMjAxMC9mZWIvMjAvbWFydGluLWFtaXMtYW5uYS1mb3JkLW1lZGlhyAKHntoLqAMB6AMW6APmBugDmAP1AwAAAAQ&num=1&sig=AGiWqtxBY3UZnVZhXz40vBB61q7QD6Z-fA&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://clickserve.dartsearch.net/link/click%3Flid%3D43000000329606092%26ds_s_kwgid%3D58000000007115386%26ds_e_adid%3D5202301829%26ds_e_matchtype%3Dcontent%26ds_url_v%3D2
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BHQozHad2TLerHpiKmgew9d3KBsb2jc8BjP3A_AnAjbcB8JswEAIYAiCFu-gPKAM4AFDDt4_cBGDJxqmLwKTYD7IBEnd3dy5ndWFyZGlhbi5jby51a8gBAdoBR2h0dHA6Ly93d3cuZ3VhcmRpYW4uY28udWsvYm9va3MvMjAxMC9mZWIvMjAvbWFydGluLWFtaXMtYW5uYS1mb3JkLW1lZGlhqAMB6AMW6APmBugDmAP1AwAAAAQ&num=2&sig=AGiWqtwSaRU-k32WPJyuSv6p5f-dh-IVqA&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://www.smartautosavings.com/welcome%3Fid%3D1530758015%26creativeid%3D2578716610
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BHQozHad2TLerHpiKmgew9d3KBsb2jc8BjP3A_AnAjbcB8JswEAIYAiCFu-gPKAM4AFDDt4_cBGDJxqmLwKTYD7IBEnd3dy5ndWFyZGlhbi5jby51a8gBAdoBR2h0dHA6Ly93d3cuZ3VhcmRpYW4uY28udWsvYm9va3MvMjAxMC9mZWIvMjAvbWFydGluLWFtaXMtYW5uYS1mb3JkLW1lZGlhqAMB6AMW6APmBugDmAP1AwAAAAQ&num=2&sig=AGiWqtwSaRU-k32WPJyuSv6p5f-dh-IVqA&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://www.smartautosavings.com/welcome%3Fid%3D1530758015%26creativeid%3D2578716610
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BvsgrHad2TLerHpiKmgew9d3KBqXNlZAB07G49g_AjbcB4OslEAMYAyCFu-gPKAM4AFDlrb7DBWDJxqmLwKTYD7IBEnd3dy5ndWFyZGlhbi5jby51a8gBAdoBR2h0dHA6Ly93d3cuZ3VhcmRpYW4uY28udWsvYm9va3MvMjAxMC9mZWIvMjAvbWFydGluLWFtaXMtYW5uYS1mb3JkLW1lZGlhyALBuPoMqAMB6AMW6APmBugDmAP1AwAAAAQ&num=3&sig=AGiWqtzQXyB5k7zRl9mLfxxYT7TyZDQrWg&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://track.searchignite.com/si/cm/tracking/clickredirect.aspx%3Fsicontent%3D1%26sicreative%3D4173718955%26sitrackingid%3D129627740
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/feb/20/martin-amis-anna-ford-media#att-most-viewed
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/feb/20/martin-amis-anna-ford-media#most-zeitgeist
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/feb/20/martin-amis-anna-ford-media#att-latest
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/video/2010/aug/25/as-byatt-facebook
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/booksblog/2010/aug/26/discworld-convention-terry-pratchett
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/aug/24/alexander-the-great-annabel-lyon-bum
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/aug/25/jennifer-weiner-jonathan-franzen-overcoverage
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/aug/23/ayn-rand-world-largest-book-ad
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/mostviewed
http://twitter.com/richardlea
http://twitter.com/richardlea
http://tinyurl.com/38c96wx
http://search.twitter.com/search?q=%23books
http://twitter.com/richardlea/statuses/22175231973
http://twitter.com/samjordison
http://twitter.com/samjordison
http://bit.ly/9Eedl8
http://search.twitter.com/search?q=%23books
http://twitter.com/samjordison/statuses/22160024739
http://twitter.com/Sarah_Crown
http://twitter.com/Sarah_Crown
http://twitter.com/parisreview
http://tpr.ly/dkPrPB
http://search.twitter.com/search?q=%23books
http://twitter.com/Sarah_Crown/statuses/22091986101
http://www.guardian.co.uk/twitter/list/guardianbooks
http://twitter.com/guardian/books-staff
http://www.guardianbookshop.co.uk
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


Books
Martin Amis

Media
Newspapers &
magazines

Video (12min 58sec),
Martin Amis at the
Guardian book club
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novel from 1991, Time's
Arrow

More video

12 Jun 2010
Beirut 39: New Writing
from the Arab World,
edited by Samuel
Shimon | Book review

12 Jun 2010
Whoops! by John
Lanchester and Money by
Martin Amis | Audio

24 Feb 2010
Christopher Hitchens
joins the fray: writer
backs Martin Amis in row
with Anna Ford

22 Feb 2010
Martin Amis responds: A
poor godparent, yes, but I
did not 'fill in time' at
friend's deathbed

Gallery (14 pictures):
Martin Amis at 60
25 Aug 2009:
Martin Amis, the one-time
enfant terrible of the
British literary
establishment, turns 60
today. Take a look at a life
in pictures of the author
of Money, London Fields,
and Time's Arrow
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