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 CHEN: Known as "the bad boy of English literature, the Mick Jagger", Martin Amis has just published "Experience -- A Memoir". It includes memories of the relationship with his famous father, writer Kingsley Amis. It also includes stories about his cousin
Lucy Partington who was the victim of a notorious serial killer. Martin Amis joins us now from London.

Good morning to you, sir.

AMIS: Good afternoon, as it is here.

CHEN: Now, you've been called many things over the years -- greedy, vain, the bad boy of the literary world. This was your chance -- your memoirs, your words -- to set the record straight. But you don't really get back at the critics. How come?

AMIS: I couldn't be bothered. If I did have any grievance when I sat down to write the book it soon evaporated. And it would have looked and felt petty to go through all the accusations one by one. And I think the book refutes them any way. So I didn't want to
stoop to detail.

CHEN: Now, when you were writing this, a lot of times when you write a memoir it forces you to look back at your life, sometimes relive those moments. And sometimes we don't necessarily like what we see. Was this a difficult process for you, or therapeutic in a
way?

AMIS: Therapeutic. The book was really occasioned by my father's death. And in the course of writing it I reread all his stuff and communed with him very intensely in the way you do commune with a writer when you read him. And I think I did some concentrated grieving for him. But of course these things, you're never over them. As Kingsley said, you just coexist with them. They're just there. But I went through a lot of emotion while writing the book and it does relieve the heart and the mind to get that done.

CHEN: And when you have that opportunity to commune with your father, as you said, how did it affect the way that you looked at the relationship that you had with Kingsley?

AMIS: Well, if all is well between father and son you don't need to look at the relationship. You accept it as your reality. So I never have really tried to assess the relationship because it's always come very natural. What I did feel while rereading him was that the best of him -- you know, your books are the best of you -- and they're still here and I still have them.

CHEN: You seem to come through as quite cold, though. There seemed to have been this professional rivalry between you and him.

AMIS: Nah.

CHEN: You don't think so?

AMIS: No. I mean it's inevitable, a little bit of sparring here and there, but it wasn't anywhere close to the sort of essence of the relationship which was just father-son, not writer-writer. We had a kind of a literary friendship as well as a father-son relationship. I'd put it that way. But it wasn't the essence of it, by any means.

CHEN: There is a theme of loss in your book. Obviously your dad but also your marriages and especially your cousin Lucy who was murdered by Frederick West. Why did her particular death haunt you so much?

AMIS: I don't know, but it did. She was missing for 21 years. And so when that happens to a member of your family you go through various strategies of trying to imagine that she was living in Canada, say, or Australia -- a sort of fragile hope, that is, really. And then when we discovered her fate it was like a kind of depth charge of emotion.

And I realized that she'd been in the back of my mind. My novels are full of these lost, threatened, vulnerable young people, children. And I realized that she had been quite close to the heart of what I wrote about, without me really thinking about her very often with my conscious mind. And she was rather like my daughter whom I came to know when she was more or less grown up. She, too, I'd been worrying about. And the evidence of that is everywhere to be seen in my novels.

CHEN: It was just, I got to tell you, so sad reading about everything. All of it, not just her stories but all of them. It almost made me think that, you know, sometimes experience, some experiences, aren't worth living. Some of them, you know, you just never want to go through. Do you know what I mean? 

AMIS: Well, experience is the opposite of innocence. And there it is. But I would say that despite the pain -- and there's always enough pain in any life, never any shortage of that -- that my life has been incredibly lucky. And the book is really a thank-you note
to my mother for having me.

CHEN: A thank you to your mom and a tribute to your dad. But some people would say that you're way too young to write a memoir. So, I'm guessing there's a part two?

AMIS: There might well be a part two. But I always knew it would be a duty of mine to write about my father and me because it's pretty well unique to have father and son with a roughly comparable body of work out there at the same time. And it did mean that I was uniquely well-placed to observe writing, the process of writing from several different angles. So, I thought I've got to do it pro bono.

CHEN: Well, it is a wonderful book. Thank you very much for telling us about it and talking to us today.

AMIS: A pleasure.
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