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MARTIN Amis, one of Britain's leading novelists, is to teach students at the University of Manchester.

In a major coup for the city, Amis has been hired as a professor of creative writing and will take up his post from September this ear.

He will be based at the University's Centre for New Writing and will also participate in four public events each year, including a two week summer school.

Amis, 57, has written eleven novels and is best known for his 1980s works Money and London Fields.

The author - reputed for his prickly temper and sharp tongue when dealing with critics and fellow writers - promised he would go easier on his students.

Speaking ahead of today's announcement, he said: "I may be acerbic in how I write but I'm not how I live. 

"And I would find it very difficult to say cruel things to people in such a vulnerable position. I imagine I'll be surprisingly sweet and gentle with them. 

"One of the things I've learned about fiction - you really do lay yourself open in a way that no other so-called creative artist does."

He said he hoped his experiences as a visiting professor at the university might help inspire him to write a new novel.

Curiosity
Describing the new challenges of teaching, he said: "I want to get out there and take my own reading of what young people are like now; it's very hard to tell. 

"I have a lot of curiosity about that and maybe, when these strange experiences are out of the way, when it's over, it might form itself into a novel." 

Amis was among a group of British authors, including Salman Rushdie and Ian McEwen, who rose to prominence in the 1980s and has been hailed as one of the country's most distinctive writers.

He returned to live in Britain last year after living with his family in Uruguay for the previous two-and-a-half years.

The author will be taking up his first teaching job when he starts at Manchester and will once again following in the footsteps of his father, the novelist Kingsley Amis, who was also a university professor.

Amis said: "My father taught - at Swansea, Princeton and Cambridge - for fifteen years, and by all accounts he was very good at it.

"So I think I may have something to offer as a teacher, and it's always been a quiet ambition of mine to give it my best try.

"I've written a lot of fiction, and I've also written a lot about fiction, so I'll be bringing a dual perspective to it. 

"I look forward to a new milieu with new colleagues, and it will give me a chance to find out more about that shadowy and inscrutable demographic group - the young."

Professor Alan Gilbert, President and Vice Chancellor at The University of Manchester said: "I am delighted that Martin Amis will joining the University to play a major role in the Centre for New Writing which opens in September.

"His standing in the literary world and his commitment to fiction and to the critical essay, fit exactly the model of the new Centre for New Writing.

"It will be a wonderful opportunity for our creative writing students to learn their craft from so distinguished a novelist.

He added: "We already have a major presence in creative writing, but this appointment confirms The University of Manchester as one of the leading places in the world to study creative writing."

* We will have a full interview with Martin Amis about his appointment to Manchester in Friday's M.E.N. 
