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TINA BROWN, host:

What's behind the tsunami of sleaze that's washed over America's shores this fall?

(Excerpt from "Skin" is shown courtesy of Fox)

BROWN: A new drama from Fox called "Skin."

MATT LAUER ("Today"): You wrote this book. Why?

BROWN: A rash of books from hard-core actresses, and a hit reality show where the business of the family is producing porn movies. And then there's the cybersex boom, with the addiction that's freely discussed at the water cooler. Maybe we've entered a post-embarrassment age. I sat down with a celebrated British novelist, Martin Amis, whose latest book, "Yellow Dog," has a gallery of sex-obsessed characters. 

So, Martin, thank you for joining me.

Mr. MARTIN AMIS ("Author"): Pleasure to be here.

BROWN: The new novel, "Yellow Dog," ...(unintelligible) traverses the world of pornography. What sort of draws you to travel through this world in your books?

Mr. AMIS: Well, I've always--I've thought that pornography in its current sort of industrial stage was a great modern theme, and we now seem to be entering a period where pornography is actually deciding the sexual lifestyles of our youngers, which, you know, tremendously disturbing thought that various venal wretchers in California are--actually are children sex instructors, and it seems that various sexual practices that were never on the menu in--in, you know, my day, things that I've got through life without doing once, are now part of the repertoire. I talked to a young woman recently--this--this practice of the facial, for instance, the ejaculation in the actress' face, you know, barely exists, I should think, or barely existed in the mainstream of sexual practice, but she said, 'Oh, no, no, that's a part of it now, because it's sort of--you know, it's icky, it's nasty in the--in the right kind of way.'

BROWN: Well, you wrote a piece, an essay actually, on this world of pornography when I was editor of Talk magazine, and you went to the San Fernando Valley and really did quite a bit--spent quite a bit of time, I think, with a porn star called Chloe, as I recall. What did you find when you--when you looked at it closely? I mean, was it--did it shock you?

Mr. AMIS: Yes, it did, and I sat through a scene that Chloe was doing, and felt like something of an ordeal, that I'd crossed a line. She suggested to me that--that pornography at that stage anyway was gladiatorial. She said that she has a price range for every activity she does. So much for double penetration, so much for anal, so much for even masturbation.

BROWN: So what do you think women are getting out of this? I mean, the fact is that, you know, women are dressing as hookers. You know, young girls are wearing, you know--they're going out in underwear. I feel suddenly, you know, insanely kind of maternal about it all.

Mr. AMIS: I think the--the basis of the female objection to pornography, which I think is profound, women can't bear to see this act travestied, this act of love that makes the world, which is their--their power base, to see this treated lightly and often insultingly is--is something they won't get over, and I think women, if--inasmuch as they go along with this porno relationship, inasmuch as they play up to the male fantasies, are actually, you know, hawking their souls, and it's--it's gonna come back and bite them.

BROWN: So you think young--young men--young college-age men, for instance, who are fleeing--you know, spending all their time addicted to Internet porn are really frightened? I mean, they're afraid--it's easier for them to have a sexual relationship with a screen than it is to go through all the difficult relationship negotiations with an--with a real girl?

Mr. AMIS: Oh, absolutely. I mean, I think that's always been true. But the difference now is that you can bring a kind of ...(unintelligible) ingenuity to your relationships on the Internet. And I'd never looked at it because I--I don't know how to use a computer, and often quite relieved that I can't. But--but I understand that you can--you can target your own desires, which is what masturbation and pornography have always been about. You're searching for the thing that turns you on, but you can now actually stage manage it.

BROWN: Women are feeling very much now that they just can't compete with these images of pornography. That, in fact, they are now feeling, you know, minimized in a sense. There was a very interesting piece by Naomi Wolf, I thought, about how young women are finding that, you know, their boyfriends regard them now as just deficient.

Mr. AMIS: That's it. It doesn't seem to work both ways in that the men are not seen as deficient compared to, you know, the monstrously hung stars of the screen. And...

BROWN: How grotesquely unfair is that?

Mr. AMIS: I know.

BROWN: Now how are you gonna address this is in your novels. I mean, in some ways, I now feel--you know, we're living in a world where Park Avenue princesses, you know, surf the Internet for porn and a former bodybuilder is governor of California. It's almost like a Martin Amis plot, you know, gone awry. I mean, life is imitating fiction in an insane way.

Mr. AMIS: Well, that's--that's been the trouble for the second half of the 20th century is--as many novelists have complained that, you know, it's a--it's a cliche that fact is--is more outlandish than fiction. And one must look at it and interpret it and criticize it but not reject it. So, you know, the challenge remains. It's still there.

BROWN: And the--in--in--in your--your piece on--on pornography in--that you did about Chloe in--in the magazine some time ago, you said that porn stars pay--pay with a death of feeling, pay their rent with a death of feeling.

Mr. AMIS: Well, it--it--it will be the emotions that--that will contract. But these things tend to be cyclical. I don't see it as just a one-way street towards, you know, total scanty shamelessness. It's certainly the mood at the moment. But these things do seem to self-correct. But that may be, you know, more out of hope than experience.

BROWN: Thank you, Martin.

Mr. AMIS: Thank you.

BROWN: I'll be right back with some final thoughts when TOPIC [A] continues.
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