
Amis out of Booker with dog of novel
[Excerpt from Richard Brooks' article in the Times, posted on the Martin Amis Discussion Web 10 August 2003. The BBC reported on 15 August that Yellow Dog is on a 23-long list of Booker contenders. Readers should keep in mind that the Times has harbored a grudge against Amis since he broke with the paper in 1996 in a dispute over the paper's decision to publish excerpts from Kingsley Amis's diaries]
MARTIN AMIS, mocked for his bad teeth and declining talent, may be in for fresh humiliation. His new novel is expected to be left off the Booker Prize long-list later this week. 

The omission will be a huge blow for Amis, 53, who has laboured on the book for four years, and for the Random House group which wooed him back from HarperCollins in a £1m package deal. 

Yellow Dog is the author’s first novel for eight years and has been eagerly anticipated. Fans hoped for a return to form of such Amis successes as The Rachel Papers, Money and London Fields -- a market taken over by female novelists like Zadie Smith and Monica Ali. 

However, the Booker judges have been disappointed with Yellow Dog. ‘It’s very patchy,’ said one. According to another: ‘All the stuff about the royal family is ridiculous. He’s also back in the 1980s with his obsession about porn.’ 

Such disdain chimes with criticism by the novelist Tibor Fischer, who sank his teeth into Yellow Dog in a newspaper article last week. Fischer, a previous defender of Amis’s work, said the book was ‘terrible’ and ‘unworthy of his talent’....  

The book, which is under strict embargo, tells the story of a ‘dream husband’ Xan Meo, who, after a physical assault, has a personality change. He becomes a bad father and husband, and gets involved in the murky world of porn. 

The ‘yellow dog’ of the title is a ‘yellow press’ journalist, Clint Smoker. Another plot line involves King Henry England, his wife Princess Pam, Chinese mistress and daughter Victoria, who is set up in a paedophile scam which undermines the monarchy. When interviewed more than three years ago by The Sunday Times, Amis described the book as ‘a novel about a clash of cultures -- a disreputable cast from the underworld on the one hand and royalty on the other’. 

His publishers remain doggedly upbeat. ‘It’s a comic novel, which satirises the gutter press savagely,’ enthused Dan Franklin, his editor at Jonathan Cape, part of Random House. ‘It’s back to Money in style.’ 

Franklin may be in for a shock from the critics who have read copies. ‘It’s terrible,’ said one this weekend. ‘It’s basically a lot of stupid wordplay. It’s all over the place.’ 

Amis took a literary pasting last year for his book Koba the Dread, which was a catalogue of Stalin’s crimes followed by an open letter to Christopher Hitchens, a close friend. 

He can console himself that he is not alone among this year’s unsatisfactory Booker contenders. 

The judges, who include the broadcaster and novelist Francine Stock, have not been impressed and their disfavour extends to big name authors such as Anita Brookner and Peter Carey. The long-list, which could include 20 novels, is expected to feature Margaret Atwood’s Oryx & Crake, Carol Birch’s Turn Again Home and Ali’s Brick Lane....
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Yellow Dog makes early Booker list
[Excerpts from the BBC news site, posted on the Amis Discussion Board 15 August 2003]
Amis and Atwood lead Booker list

Heavyweight authors Martin Amis and Margaret Atwood are leading the 23-strong long list for this year's prestigious Booker prize. They have been shortlisted for their respective books Yellow Dog and Oryx and Crake. 

Big-name authors such as JM Coetzee, for Elizabeth Costello, and Graham Swift, for The Light of Day, have also been selected, despite speculation that they would miss out. 

But the longlist also includes rising stars such as Monica Ali, whose debut novel Brick Lane about life in East London has been widely praised. Last year Yann Martel won the prize for his novel The Life of Pi. 

A shortlist for the 2003 prize will be announced on 16 September. The winner will be announced at a ceremony in London on 14 October. The longlist of 23 books were chosen from 117 entries. 

Chair of judges, Professor John Carey, said: "This is a strong and diverse longlist, with a pleasing component of new names. 

"It reflects the passionate preferences of the individual judges, and it will be very tough reducing it to a shortlist." 
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Booker longlist includes Amis, snubs Carey 

from The Guardian
Justine Jordan
Friday August 15, 2003 

Martin Amis may be pleasantly shocked when he peruses the longlist for the 2003 Man Booker Prize for Fiction, which was announced today. Despite rumours that the author would again find himself snubbed by a Booker panel, his forthcoming novel Yellow Dog - currently garnering much advance dispraise - is a surprise contender among the 23 books longlisted for the prize. This year's list was chosen from 107 submissions and 10 call-ins. 

Previous winner Peter Carey is not so lucky: his upcoming My Life as a Fake has been overlooked, along with autumn fiction from literary heavyweights JG Ballard and Jim Crace. 

In their place the longlist boasts some new and unfamiliar names. The presence of Monica Ali's first novel, Brick Lane, which catapulted her on to the Granta Best of Young British Novelists lists, is no surprise. But the list also finds room for lesser-known first novels from DCB Pierre (Vernon God Little, a high-octane tale of a Texas high-school massacre), Gerard Donovan (Schopenhauer's Telescope, a history of genocide according to a small-town baker) and Clare Morrall (Astonishing Splashes of Colour, a heart-wrenching novel about a Birmingham woman desperate for a child, and a mother). 

This year's line-up also encompasses established authors beyond the metropolitan scene, such as Carol Birch, Julia Darling and John Murray. The standard premier-league names on the list include Margaret Atwood, Graham Swift and Caryl Phillips. 

Another surprise inclusion (and a sign of the continued growth of crossover book) is Mark Haddon's The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time. Narrated by a 15-year-old with Asperger's Syndrome, it is children's book, adult novel and thriller wrapped up in one dustjacket. 

"This is a strong and diverse longlist, with a pleasing component of new names," comments chair of judges Professor John Carey. "It reflects the passionate preferences of the individual judges, and it will be very tough reducing it to a shortlist." 

This year's panel comprises writer, academic and broadcaster Professor John Carey (Chair); writer, academic and critic AC Grayling; mountaineer and journalist Rebecca Stephens; novelist, broadcaster and presenter Francine Stock; and novelist, biographer and literary critic DJ Taylor. 

The shortlist will be announced on Tuesday September 16 and the winner on Tuesday October 14 at an awards ceremony in the Great Court of the British Museum, London, and will be broadcast live on BBC2 and BBC4. 

William Hill have already installed JM Coetzee as 6/1 favourite to become the first person to win the award three times. Amis and Bragg are 8/1 joint second favourites, followed by 10/1 Margaret Atwood and Graham Swift; 14/1 Monica Ali, Carol Birch, Zoe Heller, Tim Parks and Caryl Phillips; 16/1 Barbara Gowdy, Shena Mackay and Julie Myerson; 20/1 Mark Haddon and Jonathan Raban; 25/1 Julia Darling, Gerard Donovan, Damon Galgut, Francis King, DCB Pierre and Barbara Trapido; 33/1 Clare Morrall and John Murray. 
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More on Amis and the Politics of the Booker
[An excerpt from "Amis survives hatchet job on day of the long knives for other star writers," by John Ezard; The Guardian, August 16, 2003]
In the blurb to Martin Amis's new novel Yellow Dog, out next month, his publishers say "Novelists have noticed that contemporary reality keeps outdoing their imaginations." 

To the relief of Amis and those who pay his generous advances, the Booker prize judges yesterday avoided outdoing the worst imaginings of the author by leaving him off this year's longlist of 23 novels.

Despite forecasts, the judges included Yellow Dog - billed as "a post 9/11 comedy" - in the list. This gives Amis another chance, in his 31-year writing career, of reaching next month's Booker shortlist. 

Amis, once considered a certainty to win the prize as his father Kingsley Amis did, has been shortlisted only once - for Time's Arrow in 1991. Otherwise it was virtually a day of the long knives for a clutch of established writers who would normally have expected to move into the semi-final stage of the contest. 

Those who fell in the first round included two-time winner Peter Carey, Pat Barker, who won in 1995 for the third of her wartime Ghost Road trilogy, and the one-time shortlisted authors Peter Ackroyd, JG Ballard and Jim Crace. Among the longlist's only survivors from the eminences of previous Booker prizes were JM Coetzee, a winner in 1983 and 1989, Graham Swift, who won in 1996 with Waterland, and the Canadian novelist Margaret Atwood, winner in 2001. 

Outsiders will watch the next stage of judging closely for signs of the contest moving further away from literary novels, and towards books which "tell a story", as some of last year's judges said they wanted. The victory last year for Yann Martel's Life of Pi - which has subsequently sold 226,000 copies - was seen by some as part of this trend. 

For Martin Amis, the longlist brought the extra satisfaction of seeing his rival Tibor Fischer fail to reach the list with Voyage to the End of the Room. Fischer set speculative tongues wagging by writing mischievously in the Daily Telegraph earlier this month . . . I'm a little ashamed to admit that, as a writer, I'm relieved Amis has produced a novel unworthy of his talent . . . 

Last night the chief organiser of the prize, Martyn Goff, said the judges had found Fischer's view "wide of the mark". 

Alongside veterans like the Blairite peer Melvyn Bragg, the 23 books on the longlist included nine authors who are not yet well-known, and four first-time novelists. Some are so little known that even the Booker organisation cannot get their name right DBC Pierre, first-time author of Vernon God Little, was billed in the press release as DCB Pierre. 

Among the others was Monica Ali's well-reviewed Brick Lane. One unusual choice is Mark Haddon's The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time, about a 15-year-old boy with Asperger's syndrome. The bookmakers William Hill last night installed Coetzee's novel Elizabeth Costello as 6-1 favourite, with Bragg's Crossing the Lines and Amis as second favourites at 8-1. 

Mr Goff denied the judges had operated a new-broom policy against star authors. "They took the view that a number of the writers' latest novels were worthy, but did not altogether work well enough to go on the list." 

The chairman of the judges, John Carey, said, "This is a strong and diverse longlist, with a pleasing component of new names." The other judges are the academic and critic AC Grayling; mountaineer and journalist Rebecca Stephens; the novelist and broadcaster Francine Stock; and the novelist, biographer and literary critic DJ Taylor. 

Other first-time novelists listed are Gerard Donovan's Schopenhauer's Telescope, and Clare Morrall's Astonishing Splashes of Colour.
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Professor John Carey strokes Yellow Dog
Quoted in the Times, 15 August  2003:
The chairman of the Booker Prize judges, Professor John Carey--writer, academic and broadcaster--on Yellow Dog: 

"Amis's is not a perfect book, of course, but it's got writing in it that's better than anything on the list. There's a bit about killing a fly with an aerosol flyspray which is a fantastic half-page of writing."

Carey said people have failed to realise that his satire on the Royal Family is a "fantastic and extravagant book" in the style of Jonathan Swift: 

"He's not writing The Archers. People have got on the wrong wavelength. It has enormous literary power."

A shortlist will be announced on September 16. The final winner will be announced on October 14 at an awards ceremony in the British Museum.  The judging panel for the Man Booker Prize for Fiction 2003 includes the writer, academic and critic A.C. Grayling, the record-breaking mountaineer and journalist Rebecca Stephens, MBE, the novelist, broadcaster and presenter Francine Stock, and the novelist, biographer and literary critic D.J. Taylor.
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Yellow Dog Off the Booker Shortlist 

“What they said about ... the Booker shortlist" (Guardian, 18 September 2003, p. 30:

The chairman of the Man Booker prize panel described this year's shortlist, announced on Tuesday, as a "giant-killers' list." Few pundits disagreed with John Carey's assessment. Ditching the literary heavyweights - Martin Amis, JM Coetzee and Graham Swift - the judges produced a list featuring an unprecedented four women, three debut novels, and only one established writer, Margaret Atwood. 

Monica Ali's Brick Lane, Atwood's Oryx and Crake, Damon Galgut's The Good Doctor, Zoe Heller's Notes on a Scandal, Clare Morrall's Astonishing Splashes of Colour and DBC Pierre's Vernon God Little made for a "fun, surprising shortlist", said the Daily Telegraph 's Kate Summerscale. "Though it seems to favour new, little-known or female novelists, this is in no way a fashionable or worthy list . . . The Man Booker should be prepared to champion good, difficult books - if it doesn't, which prize will? - but this year the best books might simply be the most enjoyable ones."

Tim Lott had also crossed his fingers for a readable shortlist. "The Booker prize has, for much of its history, been anthrax for the average reader," he moaned in the London Evening Standard . But last year's winner - Yann Martel's Life Of Pi - had shown "that the Booker is gradually waking up to the fact that readers count". With a little courage and vision, said Lott, the panel could "consign elitism to the dustbin for good . . . (and) make the Booker a prize not only for a great book but for a great read".

Robert McCrum, the Observer 's literary editor, joined Lott in the anti-elitist camp. Writing before the shortlist was published, he called on the powers-that-be at the Booker to widen the scope of the prize. After 35 years of championing Irish and Commonwealth literature, it was time the Booker acknowledged the "American contribution". Otherwise, he warned, this "cornerstone of our cultural heritage . . . will end up looking like a cross between a lottery and a road accident".

Celia Brayfield did not share McCrum's reverence. "I don't know who will win the Booker prize but I'll put money on one thing: it'll be ugly," she wrote in the Times . "There will be tantrums, bile, hissy fits, pouting, flouncing, foot-stamping, slagging-off, vile imputations, harsh words, character assassination and tears before bedtime." To be honest, she said, "I just wish they'd hurry up and hand over the bloody prize so that the lads can quit bitching." --Sam Jones
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"Year of Enjoyment" (Kate Summerscale, Telegraph, 17 September 2003, p. 19):

This year's Man Booker judges have arrived at a fun, surprising shortlist: half of the novels are debuts - a first in Booker history - and more than half are by women. Women have not dominated a Booker shortlist for more than 20 years.

The judging panel was clearly not swayed by reputation - having dispensed with Peter Carey, Peter Ackroyd, Pat Barker and Rose Tremain before the longlist stage, they have now thrown out Graham Swift, JM Coetzee and Martin Amis. 

Amis's omission, though the most newsworthy, is the least surprising. His novel Yellow Dog has caused almost universal dismay among critics and fans. Even those who defend the novel - rightly pointing out that it has wonderful passages - do not claim it as his best work. Of the big names, only the former Booker winner Margaret Atwood remains. Her Oryx and Crake is a dark fantasy about genetic mutation and environmental collapse. . . .

