Amis ruffles feathers of his women 
New novel: Martin Amis's new novel Te Pregnant Widow is 'loosely autobiographical'
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There is a flutter of anticipation  -  and unease  -  among a select group of women who have assuaged the restless libido of diminutive author Martin Amis. 

For the reluctant self-publicist is letting people know that his new novel The Pregnant Widow  -  due out in the autumn  -  is 'loosely autobiographical'. 

Friends understand he is using the book to recreate nostalgically some of his youthful encounters, but how the women concerned will be depicted remains something of a mystery. 

They include Julie Kavanagh, who wrote a well-regarded biography of choreographer Sir Frederick Ashton, Sir Winston Churchill's granddaughter Emma Soames, philosopher Mary Furness (who was later married to  -  and divorced from  -  Earl Waldegrave) and writer Tina Brown. 

And there was photographer Angela Gorgas, whose new exhibition of previously unpublished photographs to mark the writer's 60th birthday  -  Martin Amis And Friends  -  at the National Portrait Gallery he attended last night. 

The young Amis was engaged to Gorgas when she shared a flat with novelist Candia McWilliam. Candia was the girlfriend of sauce magnate Loyd Grossman, who in those days played in a punk group and, piquantly, has been known to them ever since as Jet. Also sharing the flat was the tragic banking dynasty heir Amschel Rothschild, who years later committed suicide in a Paris hotel room. 

All in all, a treasure trove of memories for the prickly Mr Amis. 

One intriguing trailer of the book, according to a friend, is an apparently 'sensational revelation' about the identity of his father, who was, of course, the celebrated novelist Kingsley Amis. 

This has certainly caused a flutter in southern Spain, where his mother Hilly, who is now married to travel writer Lord Kilmarnock, is living. 'I can't imagine what this can be,' she told me. 

I can put her mind at rest. The novel may be 'loosely autobiographical', but the revelation will be strictly fiction. Still, it has got tongues wagging and is bound to help 

